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ENVISIONING  THE  FUTURE : 

T HE  I SLAMIC  COMMUNITY  

FUND  AT  UCLA  

P R O J E C T  

H I G H L I G H T S :  

A self -sustaining 

Islamic commu-

nity Center  

Located in the 

heart of Westwood  

Connects students 

and community  

Opens unprece-

dented opportuni-

ties for the Mus-

lim community of 

Los Angeles Establ ishing a Self-Sustaining 

Is lamic Center 

O u r  l e g a cy .  O u r  com m un i t y .  O u r  f u tu re . 



A large university located in the heart of one of the biggest cities in the 

United States, the University of California ð Los Angeles (UCLA) is home to 

a large, diverse and growing Muslim population that includes much of the 

Los Angeles west side. Currently, there is no Islamic Center serving this com-

munity. The Islamic Community Fund (ICF) was founded in 2009 to foster 

the UCLA and greater Los Angeles Muslim community by raising monies for 

the construction of a Westside Islamic Center. A unique element of ICFõs 

proposed Center, is the additional incorporation of Muslim student and fam-

ily housing into the model; the rental income will provide the Center with 

much needed funds, making the Center self-sustainable. This report high-

lights the work of the ICF and its future directions. 

 

Our Legacy. Alhamduillah, the Muslim community is thriving and growing. 

The number of Islamic religious centers and organizations has increased ex-

ponentially over the past decades. Many mosques and Islamic Centers 

throughout the country are dependent on donors, and many, unfortunately, 

suffer from lack of funding. The vision of the ICF is to create a new kind of 

Islamic Center with a continual source of revenue to fund its operations, ac-

tivities, and community development. Our proposed Center also includes the 

construction of much needed apartment-style housing for Muslim students 

and families attending UCLA. The rental income from these apartments 

would serve as a continual, annual source of revenue that would be used to 

fund operations, pay support staff salaries, provide programming, and sup-

port the community. This model ensures an enduring legacy for the future, 

providing for future generations of Muslims in our community. 

 

Our Community. The vibrant Muslim community in the greater UCLA area 

consists of some of the most accomplished faculty, students, and staff in the 

nation. The community has garnered national acclaim for the scholarly con-

tributions of its faculty and its commitment to community service. This com-

munity, however, lacks an Islamic Center even though the number of Mus-

lims exceeds 2,700 students, faculty and staff and their families and continues 

to grow each year. The Westside Islamic Center will foster this community, 
serving as a resource that is currently very much lacking. 

 

Our Future. The ICFõs visionñto build a self-sustaining Islamic Centerñdoes 

require initial investments from generous donors and benefactors. Though 

land is currently available in the UCLA area, it is costly. Alhamduillah, we 

have raised some funds, but we require more. The projected cost of the pro-

ject, including land and construction, is $6 million dollars. We need the sup-

port of others to help make this project a reality, to ensure the future of our 

community. 
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"I am blown away 
with the work that 
these young 
brothers and sisters 
have been doing at 
UCLA these last 20 
years. What they 
have done is really 
an impossibility. I 
ÃÁÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÅ 
not having a masjid." 
 
Imam Siraj Wahhaj 
Oct 2009 



The mission of the Islamic Community Fund at UCLA is to 

construct a permanent, self-sustaining Islamic Center for the 

practice of Islam, engendering faith in the lives of its mem-

bers. Such a space will provide a place of worship, an Islamic 

environment for individuals and families, authentic Islamic 

education, daõwah programs for promoting the understand-

ing of Islam, a source of reference and support for the com-

munity. Ultimately, the ICF aims to please God through ad-

herence to the teachings of the Holy Qurõan and the meth-

odology of the Sunnah of the Prophet Mohammad (peace be 

upon him).  

The Islamic Community Fund at UCLA envisions a future in 

which students, faculty, staff, their families and the larger west 

side Muslim community come together, supported and sus-

tained by a Westside Islamic Center. 

M I S S I O N  ST A T E M E N T  

V I S I O N  ST A T E M E N T  
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4ÈÅ -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈ ɉÐÂÕÈɊ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ7ÈÏÓÏÅÖÅÒ ÂÕÉÌÄÓ 
a house (Masjid) for the pleasure of Allah, whether it be 
ÓÍÁÌÌ ÏÒ ÌÁÒÇÅȟ !ÌÌÁÈ ÂÕÉÌÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÍ Á ÈÏÕÓÅ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÁÄÉÓÅȢȭ 
 
at-Tirmidhi, Ibn Khuzaymah, Ibn Hibban, Abu Dawud, 
and Ahmad 



One of the unique features of our proposal is its self-sustainability. A 

common challenge for Islamic institutions across the nation is fund-

ing. In fact, in a recent study conducted by the Council on American-

Islamic Relations (CAIR)* one of the biggest challenges identified for 

the survival and growth of mosques in America was funding. ICF 

takes this challenge seriously and has proposed a symbiotic relation-

ship that will sustain the growing Westside Islamic Center and support 

the life of Muslims at UCLA.  

O U R  L E G A C Y ,  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y ,  O U R  F U T U R E  
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The Messenger of 
Allah (pbuh) said, 
Ȱ7ÈÅÎ Á ÍÁÎ ÄÉÅÓȟ 
his deeds come to 
an end except for 
three things: 
ceaseless charity, a 
knowledge which 
is beneficial, or a 
virtuous 
descendant who 
ÐÒÁÙÓ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÍȢȱ 
 
Muslim 

D I D  Y O U K N O W? 
U C L A  MU S L I M 
S T U D E N T S A L O N E 
S P E N D O V E R 
$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  A  
Y E A R I N  
H O U S I N G,  W H I C H  
C O U L D B E  U S E D 
T O  P R O V I D E A  
M A S J I D W I T H  A  
S T E A D Y S T R E A M 
O F I N C O M E.  

As part of the proposal, ICF will construct both an Islamic Center as 

well as a housing structure. Rental income from this housing structure 

will be used to fund the Islamic Center as well as its support staff. 

Monies will also be used to fund in part various proposed activities, 

such as lectures, workshops, and conferences, even student scholar-

ships for those attending UCLA. The housing structure provides fi-

nancial support for the Islamic Center, while the Center fosters the 

growth of the UCLA Muslim community. This unique relationship 

sets the ICF proposal apart, demonstrating foresight and careful con-

sideration for the future vitality of the project. 
 
*Bagby I, Perl P, Froehle B. 2001. The Mosque in America: A National Portrait: A Report from the 

Mosque Study Project. Washington, D.C.: Council on American-Islamic Relations. 



The construction of an Islamic 

Center in the Westwood area creates 

a sustaining legacy for our commu-

nity, providing opportunity not only for 

Islamic growth and development, but community 

outreach. The Islamic Center provides space for 

prayer, education and learning, but also essential 

services like counseling, mentoring and student sup-

port (e.g., scholarship). Located in the heart of West-

wood, the proposed Islamic Center will strengthen 

our burgeoning community for generations to come, 

inshAllah. 
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I think we have the ability in this school, UCLA, to 
be more than ordinary but to be extraordinary. 
 

Imam Siraj Wahhaj 
Oct 2009 
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The Islamic Community Fund at UCLA supports a diverse community 

of Muslims in the Westside area. The UCLA Muslim community is 

vibrant and active, nourished by the local University as well as campus 

organizations. Did you know: 

A variety of academic programs and centers dedicated to the 

Islamic World flourish on campus, making UCLAõs academic 

community one of the most vibrant and active in the nation. 

Today there are over 2,700 Muslim faculty, students and staff at 

UCLA. 

UCLA attracts many Muslim visitorsñboth national and interna-

tionalñeach year who make use of the many academic pro-

grams (e.g., UCLA Extension, summer programming), aca-

demic centers, cultural programming, and medical facilities. 

There are over 60 Muslim-owned businesses in the West Los 

Angeles area alone. 

West Los Angeles is home to many consulates serving Muslim 

countries. 

Despite this flourishing community, there is currently no Islamic re-

source on the Westside that provides a stable environment for prayer, 

learning, and other essential resources necessary to support the com-

munity.  
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The Messenger of Allah (pbuh) said, "If anyone goes 
back and forth to the masjid [to attend the Prayers], 
Allah will prepare for him a feast in Paradise as 
ÏÆÔÅÎ ÁÓ ÈÅ ÇÏÅÓ ÂÁÃË ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÔÈȱ  
 

Ahmad, Al-Bukhari, and Muslim 

The UMMA Free Clinic was 
established in South Los Angeles by 
Muslims at UCLA in 1996 to provide 
free medical care to the needy, 
regardless of faith. Today, the UMMA 
Clinic serves a patient population of 
over 15,000 and has been featured 
extensively in local and national 
media, including the US Congress.  

Al-Talib , the largest Muslim student 
publication in the nation, distributes 
to over 120 mosques, community 
centers and Muslim businesses in 
over 40 states and has over 1,200 
active subscribers.  

The Incarcerated Youth Tutorial 
Project (IYTP) began at UCLA in 
1989 as a Muslim student response 
to the high rate of criminal recidivism 
in America. 

The Academic Mentoring Program 
(AMP) connects freshmen and 
transfers students with experienced 
UCLA students. 

Mentors for Academic and Peer 
Support (MAPS) empowers 
disadvantaged high school students 
to gain access to institutions of 
higher learning. 

T H E  U C L A  C O M M U N I T Y  

The Muslim Student Association 
(MSA)  at UCLA represents the UCLA 
Muslim student body on campus and 
serves as a resource for the greater 
UCLA community. 
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O U R  L E G A C Y ,  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y ,  O U R  F U T U R E  

Westwood and its environs is home to a large residential population, 

where the majority of households are renters. This, coupled with the 

ever-present demand for housing generated by the University, makes 

Westwood an ideal location for the construction of rental units, which 

would support the Islamic Center.  

 

Over 100,000 people live within a two-mile radius of the proposed Is-

lamic Center. Of the nearly 58,000 households, less than 40% are 

owner occupied units, despite the fact that all indicators of household 

income are significantly higher than the nationõs average. This simple 

fact can be attributed to the large student population living in the area, a 

student population constantly in need of housing options. 
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